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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Bugene P. Kiefer
SUBJECT : J-75 Engine for the U-2

1. Kelly Johnson called me lagt svening with information that the
conversion of one U2 alveraft and installastion therein of a J- N

In addition, there might be & charge of | |for axy spares,
modified ground support equipnent, and the Iike, Be also stated that
the cost of the conversion of all thirteen of our zireraft, and production
flight-testing, would be

2, In explanation of thess figares he said that 1t would be definitely
Recespary 1o re-build the entire duct, but that otherwise little structural
change would be required.

3. He was mogt Interesting in his present estimates of performance.
Be believed that with this ehgine it would be possible to estsblish a
mission profile with an altitude of 70,000 feet at stert of elimb and

L The worry, however, is some loss in range,

cead 300 miles. On the other hand, it might twrn out that
carrying the slipper tanks wuld slightly reise the Mach limit and would
therefore be necessary, so that ths modified configuration would have
a rangs of about 3,900 nautical miles vith the significantly-improved
altitude performence.

4, EKelly still knows relatively little about the J-75 engine, vhen
nodift or ite availshility. He is cbiaining sdditional infommation
frem I suthorized him to start imzediately, on a erash basis,
the necessary angineering for this conversion. I also stipulated, how-
ever, {with his full agreament) that we would commnicate again no lster
than 9 February at vhich time he would be able to give us samevhat more
suthoritetive satimates of performance. At that time we would confim
our desire to proeeed with the conversion of one mircraft or cancel the
conversion, depending upon his raport.

RICHARD M. BISSELL, Jr.
Deputy Ddrector
{Plans)
cc: Dep Dir DFD-DD/P
D)/P:RMB/sak (2 Feb 59)
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